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 Good evening Pastors and Churches of Canada Atlantic District.  We are living in unprecedented 
times and in response to the worldwide COVID-19 outbreak, the Canadian Superintendents have 
met online and are issuing the following statement: 
 
 “We, the leadership of the Churches of the Nazarene in Canada, declare immediate 
suspension of all “in-person services” and gatherings until further notice.“ 
 
The government of Canada has made it very clear the severity of the crisis that is upon us.  And the 
necessity for such action.  We do not know where this will end, but we are compelled to take all 
necessary precautions to protect those most susceptible and vulnerable amongst us.   This 
declaration by the leadership of the Church of the Nazarene in Canada will be reviewed no sooner 
than the first of April.  In these challenging days, we understand that God has a plan, and it is our 
desire to see His plan unfold in our churches. 
 
We all understand that the church is not defined by the building in which we sit, or the style of our 
worship.  Jesus, who is the Head of the Church has stated very firmly  “…I will build My Church..” 
(Matt 16:18)I would encourage you to build an online platform that seeks to meet the needs of 
your congregation.  The form may not be the same, the music may not be the same, but the ministry 
of the Word and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is not confined in any one model.  It could be 
something as simple as inviting the people who have been placed in your care to an online 
gathering around the kitchen table while you deliver what God has placed on your heart.   
 
We understand some churches find themselves in a fragile financial situation.  I would encourage 
you to provide the ability to give online and educate your people on how to do this (through 
etransfers, tithely or whatever other method you have at your disposal) 
 
In these uncertain days, people will look to the church for hope, love and help.  Let’s choose faith 
and not fear.  We can serve our communities while respecting the boundaries suggested by 
healthcare providers.  We are not as the world is, having no hope. This did not catch God by 
surprise.  We look to find His call for us in this time.   
 
Be assured of our prayers for you, please pray for us.  
 

Serving together in the fear of the Lord. 
Mark and Ruth Collins 
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