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Dr Graves, Dr Fitzpatrick, members and friends of Canada Atlantic District Church of the 
Nazarene: welcome. District Assembly this year will be one for the history books due to the fact of the 
limitations placed on our gathering because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

This past year, it has been my privilege to travel the District, visiting many of you and having 
seasons of conversation, I have listened to your concerns, celebrated in your joys and prayed for you in 
your struggles.  As I begin this report, I feel it is appropriate to start with a word of thanks.  

I am thankful for the many churches, which make up our District and the great pastors who lead 
them. Pastoring a church is complicated, it is a series of dealing with one event after another, sharing in 
the joys and sadness of the life of the congregation; as such, it is a distinct calling. I remember the wise 
words of my Father as I embraced the call to ministry 39 years ago. He said, "If you can do anything else 
and still survive as a follower of Christ, do it!" Pastoring a church is difficult, but as God has called you, 
you have stepped up in obedience to that call. Pastors you are valued in the kingdom, be encouraged, God 
is working in your ministry; His plan is unfolding around you.  

I want to say thank you to the churches and pastors of Prince Edward Island. Pastors Betty and 
Michael Zita in Elmsdale, Pastor Dennis Hubert in O'Leary, Pastor Ed Rossiter in Summerside, Pastor 
Scott Wilson in Freetown and Pastors Dave and Nadine Filsinger in Sherwood.  

I want to say thank you to the churches and pastors of New Brunswick. Pastor Annabella 
Vasquez de San Jose in Fredericton First and also pastoring the Spanish ministry of Fredericton as well, 
Pastor Patricia Rossiter of Moncton First, Pastor Dale Thistle of Lutes Mountain, Pastor Rick Kay of 
McLaughlin Drive, and also a new Pastor to join our fellowship, Pastor Erroll and Maureen Patriquin, are 
planting a church in Russagonis NB. We are thrilled to welcome them into the fellowship of Canada 
Atlantic District. I also want to include thanks to Pastors Karl Ingersoll and Pastor Steve Brown, who 
pastor in the thriving metro area of Grand Manan under the umbrella of Dave Filsinger and the Sherwood 
Church. 

I want to say thank you to the churches and pastors of Nova Scotia. Pastor Dianne Elliott of 
Annapolis Valley, Pastor Andrew Barker of Windsor, Pastors Diane Aikens and Colleen Johnson of 
Lower Sackville, Pastor Ralph Yarn of Dartmouth, Pastor Matthew Forrest of Truro, Pastor Terry Dryden 
of Upper Room Fellowship, Pastor Leon Teal of Trenton and last but not least Pastor Jodi Getson of 
Oxford. 

I recognize there are pastors involved in many other ministries in these churches, but I mention 
these specifically as lead pastors of the churches, upon whose shoulders others stand. These are our 
pastors, and this is our District of Canada Atlantic. I am compelled in my spirit, to say to you, it will be 
okay, this pandemic too shall pass. You are part of the family of Canada Atlantic Nazarenes, whatever the 
Lord has planned we will walk this path together, we will rejoice with those who rejoice, and we will 
weep with those who weep. 

I am thankful for churches that have given generously in support of the district tithe. We reached 
106.6% of our budget this year, which represents an 18.7% increase over last year. This is remarkable, 
and I commend each of you for your faithfulness.  These funds allow us to operate as a district and help 
each other. I understand what it is like to pastor a church that struggles to make ends meet, and I 
appreciate the leap of faith the Church makes in giving the tithe regularly. We believe God honours the 
faith illustrated in tithing, and we encourage all members to tithe and all churches to participate in the 
district tithe. Tithing, whether to the local Church or the District is a core demonstration of our faith in 
God.  

I am also thankful for an advisory board of wise and spiritual people who genuinely desire all that 
God has for this region of Atlantic Canada. These people help with knowledgeable advice, caution and 



care. They each bring to the table a unique perspective and a distinct cross-section of who we are as a 
district.  

I am thankful for our great treasurer, Mr Brian Cambers, who keeps all the numbers in all the 
right places and helps us keep all the right colours on the board as well. 

I am thankful for our District Secretary, Rev Dale Thistle, who begins the journey toward this 
event months in advance. His dedication and skill in handling all matters of secretarial finesse is 
something of a legend in the world of the Nazarenes. 

I am thankful for our SDMI Chairperson, Rev. Ed Rossiter, who once again has led the District 
this year in ministry with his SDMI council. 

I am thankful for our NMI President, Rev. Jodi Getson, who along with her council, has so 
capably led the way in the ministry of NMI. 

I am thankful for our NYI President, Pastor Annette Smith, who along with her NYI council, 
continues to lead and inspire the youth of our District. 

I am thankful for Mr Glenn Theriault, who carries the responsibilities of Big Lake Nazarene 
Camp and leads in the formation of the corporate entity which provides the umbrella under which the 
camp and HUB 214 operate.  

I am thankful for my wife, Ruth; she is always the light at the end of a long tunnel. She keeps me 
focused and on track. She prays me through all the meetings and prays me home each night. I can not 
imagine life without her, and I thank God for her each day. 

I am thankful for our District team and the times of fellowship together. Pastor and Spouses 
Retreat in September, District Leaders Christmas celebration and Pastor's prayer retreat in January, these 
were times of joy, laughter and fellowship while worshipping together in the Presence of our Father. I 
need to mention Family camp as this is our time as a family of Atlantic Nazarenes to come home and be 
together from all over the region. What a great time of fellowship and ministry we experienced together 
under the ministry of our district pastors and musicians. 

  
My testimony remains the same each day. I recognize I am lost without the Fathers grace and 

mercy in my life. I acknowledge I am a humble servant of God, and I do not have all the answers, but I 
know the One who does. I believe in God, the Father who sent His only Son to save us and then gave us 
the gift of the Holy Spirit for heart cleansing and for bearing witness to who He is. I believe in His 
sovereignty, and I submit myself daily to His authority. These two things are essential, I know who I am, 
but more importantly, I know who He is. 

 
If we view our district as a sailboat on the ocean, it is helpful to understand there are two 

examples of people who sail.  
One is the person who has a smaller sailboat; they go out on the sea for a pleasant, comfortable 

sailing excursion on a sunny afternoon. The wind in the sails, the combination of harnessing the wind 
against the power of the ocean is quite thrilling to them, but they have no destination. They go out of the 
harbour, sail around a little and then turn around and come back. These are called day sailors. 

The second is someone who has made sailing their life. Their sailboat is different; it was created 
for one purpose only, deep water. These people have decided to live the sailing experience. The sailboat 
has become their home. These are the type of people who have a destination in mind, and they want to see 
the world; they want to get somewhere. These people decided to sell everything to buy this little ship. 
They said goodbye to old friends and factory workers. They gave up one way of life and learned a new 
one. They are following a dream. These are called world cruisers. 

World cruisers, understand currents, tides, wind and climatic conditions. They know everything 
about their ship and how to fix it if the need should arise. Day sailors are different from world cruisers, 
they are apt to get trapped in cross currents, riptides or even storm fronts, and they can barely make it 
back to the harbour with their lives intact.  

The Church of the Nazarene on Canada Atlantic District began as a world cruiser, not a daysailer. 
In the beginning, we cast off our mooring lines and headed out into deep water—Deepwater of new 



territory, new towns in search of untouched fishing grounds. Storms and tides and currents have come and 
gone over time, but now our little ship has stalled on the open water.  

 
Statistics suggest we have moved into an area of calm water, and our little sailing ship is not 

making any headway.  Calm water is suitable for a while, it is a place to rest, but if we make it our 
destination, it will become our death.  

The graft below illustrates our journey from 2010, representing a ten-year time frame. As well we 
have included a one-year time frame, last year to this year. 

 
Year   2010   2018   2019   10yr   1 yr   

              
SDMI Enrollment  1711  1945  2093  382  148   
SDMI Attendance  885  1012  974  89  -38   

Sunday AM Attendance  1384  1170  1067  -317  -103   
Membership  1674  1457  1453  -221  -4   

New Nazarenes  56  47  37  -19  -10   
Organized Churches  16  16  16  0  0   

New Churches  0  0  1  1  1   
                        

 
 
We need to move out of this state of windless calm, and so the district advisory board has 

undertaken some sturdy steps forward. These will take some time to develop fully, but they answer the 
call for movement toward the wind of the Spirit.  

 
 I would share with you two significant events.  
 
The first event has to do with our educational dynamic in the field of clergy preparation. Canada 

Atlantic District is facing a significant crisis of filling pulpits in the next five to ten years. Within a ten-
year time frame, over 50% of our present pastors will be retiring, and there are not enough replacements 
to take their place. As a result of what we see on the horizon, the district advisory board has enacted a 
new model of educational funding for pastoral preparation. Under this new model, low-interest loans will 
be made available to ministry students coming out of high school, going into the ministry track in either 
Ambrose University or Kingswood University, for pastoral preparation. Upon successful graduation in 
pastoral education, the low-interest loans can be converted to grants if the student decides to pastor on 
Canada Atlantic District in the Church of the Nazarene. We intend to bring our own home again. 
 

The second event deals with the sustainability of our District, as we move into the future. My 
spiritual sense of the ministry of the Canada Atlantic District is that God is creating a new thing among 
us, and there is a preferred future He offers to us. We are fully aware; the world has changed around us. 
Society and culture in Canada and Atlantic Canada has been evolving for many years. Denominations in 
Canada are suggesting that unless something drastic happens, there is an end date forecast for 
Christianity. Two large denominations in Canada are giving 2040 as the year of closure for their 
denominations. The thought of such mass closures of churches is almost inconceivable to grasp. To put 
this in real numbers, they have projected the closing of 250 churches every year for the next 20 years if 
present trends are allowed to continue.  

With this in mind, we have developed a plan and set it in motion. I believe God would have us 
plant churches. However, one thing is quite obvious: what we have done in the past will not work for us 
in the future. 



Sacralize means to make the ordinary sacred. In John 17:15, Jesus prays for the Church and says, 
"I do not pray that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one." We are in 
the world but not of the world. This new church planting model is constructed, so the aroma of Christ and 
the peace of the gospel are presented every day, in a non-threatening way. We are creating an 
environment where an unsuspecting population experiences the Presence of God. So much of church 
planting in the past has relied heavily on promotion and performance. We desire to do something that can 
only succeed if God shows up. It is a simple idea, build a coffee shop and let it be a place of introduction 
to peace, power and the Presence of God. The hindrances of planting churches in the past have been 
things like buildings, raising money for salaries, taxes, insurance, electricity and the list goes on. 

In this new model, the coffee shop pays all these costs, including payroll. The coffee shop is the 
gathering place for the growing Church after business hours. The coffee shop is a for-profit enterprise 
under the umbrella of a corporation, of which the District is the single shareholder. Months of work with 
lawyers, accountants and Canada Revenue Agency have taken place to work out the details and make it 
all legal. This model of church planting is patterned after the Apostle Paul and his tent-making business in 
support of his ministry. I would like to introduce you to HUB 214 corporation and HUB 214 Church. The 
name comes from Habakkuk 2:14: "For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Pastor Tim and Karen Cook have joined us and are leading the charge 
in this new venture. Hub 214 opened for business the first week of May 2020. In all these efforts, I need 
to mention Glen Theriault, who is cutting the path for us, through the jungle of red tape.  I  also need to 
mention and express sincere appreciation for Kathryn Schlitt. She holds the financial books together for 
Big Lake Camp and now has taken on the management of the accounting books for the Corporation. We 
would be lost without her. 

 
I offer you a short account of my time and how it was spent in the work of the District. My days 

have been taken up in Prayer and seeking God, National Board meetings, National District Superintendent 
meetings, pastoral reviews, Prayer, office work, legal work on lost estate gifts, church visitations, pastor 
gatherings, Prayer, life long learning, future planning, District Advisory Board meetings, Church planting 
initiatives, Strategy sessions, Prayer, educational negotiations, clergy assessment, legal work on closed 
churches and too much more to mention. 

 
Life has changed with the Covid-19 pandemic, and only our Lord knows what the other side of 

this will be. I hope life will go back to what it was, and we can pick up our lives, and ministry work and 
carry on. I see in this pandemic; God doing a new thing in His Church. Doors are opening that have long 
been closed. Unique aspects of ministry and far-reaching tools have been discovered. These 
unprecedented times are pushing the Church into a whole new world. A world we have never been, yet 
this has not surprised God, He has the control, and so we walk along with Him under the shadow of His 
presence. I leave you with these simple words: 

 
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him, 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."  
                                                                                                                     Hebrews 12: 1, 2 

Respectfully Submitted, 
J. Mark Collins, District Superintendent 


