
All Eyes On Jesus 
 
““As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you 
this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are 
my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: 
Love each other.” (John 15:9–17, NIV84)  
 
How do we remember significant people and events? 
 
- We tell stories  
 
- We have parties (birthdays) 
 
- We give in some form or fashion (anniversaries) 
 
The disciples were at the end of a 3 ½ year journey at this 
point in the gospel story. They had seen the total scope of 
the ministry of Christ, together. There was a level of 
intimacy in their relationships that could not be artificially 
produced. It required time and proximity. 
 
Formalities are reserved for strangers. Generally 
speaking, the greater the formality, the less the relationship. 
Formalities relieve us of the need to pursue relationship. 
 
God is the ultimate relational architect. 
 

Not only does He seek out relationship with us, He seeks 
out relationships for us. (Love each other as I have loved 
you.) 
 
Our rituals are only as good as they serve our 
relationships. 
 
The account of the bread and wine following the last supper 
holds significance to us not as a ritual but as an invitation 
to relationship. 
 
The act of breaking bread was incredibly revealing. No one 
did it quite like Jesus. When they failed to recognize him 
physically, they knew him by the way that he broker bread, 
one of the most common of daily experiences, entering 
around sharing food together. 
 


