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Palm Sunday, A Worship Event? 
 
“As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, 
“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you 
peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon 
you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and 
encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the 
ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s 
coming to you.” Then he entered the temple area and began driving out 
those who were selling.” (Luke 19:41–45, NIV84)  
 
 
“As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt 
by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to 
the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”The disciples went and 
did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, 
placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of 
him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”“Hosanna in the 
highest!” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet 
from Nazareth in Galilee.”” (Matthew 21:1–11, NIV84)  
 

1. What’s wrong with this picture? 
 
People who seemed to be worshipping Christ as the 
Messiah turned to become his Lynch mob within a relatively 
short period of time. 
 
What it might have been.  
 

• it might not have been all of the same people. The same 
cast of characters. Those who cried Hosanna as Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, cried "Crucify him!", led in their 
chant by the religious elite of the day. Surely they must 
be right. 

 
• It might have been mob psychology. People do strange 

things in the seeming anonymity of a crowd as though 
they are both justified in their actions and not 
accountable for them. It can happen in a worship service 
where we are swept up in the emotion of the crowd. It 
can happen in a riot where people are protesting and 
then turn violent. That's really the opposite end of the 
spectrum and exactly what we see here. 

 
• it might have been something totally different. It might 

have been something that few of us understand because 
of the years and the cultural unfamiliarity. 

 
2. What was really happening? 
 
This was something new for me after all they years that I 
have heard Palm Sunday sermons explained. 
 
"See, the fact that they were waving palm branches is significant. Those 
palm branches were a direct throwback to the Maccabean period when 
the triumphant Jewish warriors rode into Jerusalem and the people 
celebrated their victory over the Seleucids, which incidentally was 
followed immediately by a ritual cleansing of the temple. At that time the 
people waved palm branches as a symbol of military conquest over 
an oppressive enemy. By waving those palm branches, the people are 
saying that they are ready for war. They are ready for the blood of the 
Romans to be spilled in an uprising that they hope Jesus will lead them 
in. It’s no different than when Peter cut off the servant’s ear in 
Gethsemane and received the rebuke from Jesus. 
 
Today we usually read that passage about the people shouting 
“Hosanna!” as an indication that the people received Jesus as their King. 
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But on the contrary, the people were rejecting Jesus as their personal, 
spiritual Messiah and calling out for him to be their political, militant 
Messiah. When they shout “Hosanna!” which means “Save us!” they are 
demanding him to lead the charge of attack against the Romans."  
  
It is not so much that they were celebrating the Messiah as 
they were charging him to do what they understood his job 
to be, their ideas of who he should be. They weren't 
worshipping as much as they were anticipating freedom 
from political oppression because that is who they thought 
he was ... a political deliverer. To them this was their great 
need. 
 
But they still didn't get it right. 
 
“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will take away the 
chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His 
rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 
earth.” (Zechariah 9:9–10, NIV84) 
 
He was riding a donkey, not a war horse.  How many times 
do we see what we want to see or hear what we want to 
hear rather than what actually is? 
 
Jesus, ... the Messiah, according to Zechariah, was not 
coming to incite rebellion or to start a just war. He was 
coming to bring peace. The problem ... peace is not what 
they wanted. They were looking for a violent man with 
Roman blood lust ... like Barabbas who as already 
imprisoned and neutralized. 
 
3. Do we do the same thing when Jesus 

turns out to be someone different than we 
expected? 

I am thinking of the words of the hymn, "Be Thou My Vision" 
... 
 
Be Thou my Vision O Lord of my heart. 
Not be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
 
They missed Him as a baby because a Messiah would never 
come in such lowly fashion. 
 
They missed him even as he rode publicly into their city 
because he came to bring peace and they wanted a warrior. 
 
They missed him in Matthew 25 because he was naked, in 
prison, hungry, the least of these. 
 
What happens in your life when Jesus turns out to be 
different than you imagined? Who are you looking when you 
come to church, when you kneel to pray, when you sing 
songs that stir the depths of your emotions, when you open 
your scriptures? 
 
Often we can turn on a dime in our lives today. When life 
serves us something that we don't deserve, we wonder why 
God didn't head that off at the pass. We can go from 
branch waving worshippers to a crowd looking for a 
scapegoat ... a biblical idea in fact. 
 


