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Resurrection Sunday 2018 
 
The nights are always the worst especially the sleepless 
ones. I've had dreams that have been so real that it takes 
me a few minutes to convince myself that they are not true 
once I awake. I've also had the opposite experience, falling 
sorrowfully to sleep to awake in the midnight hours and be 
reminded that life has changed somehow and the heavy 
sadness is real. 
 
There is always a night ... the darkness always comes and 
we can see it as an end or a beginning. The sun never stops 
shining ... never and the darkness is simply our inability to 
see the light.  
 
We measure light in lumens but there is no measure for 
darkness ... it is a non-entity, simply the absence of light. 
 
This is the 24-hour cycle through which we repeatedly pass. 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in 
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” (John 1:1–5, 
NIV84) 
 
Then the yearly cycle ... We see the cold winter as 
overcoming the summer and fall seasons that we enjoy so 
much as though it is stronger than the others. But there has 
never been a winter so strong as to withstand the tender 
spring. 
 
The Passover weekend that the disciples passed through 
was brutal, severe, surreal. It was the nightmare that they 
woke to if they slept at all when the light was hidden from 

them. It was not extinguished for the light never stops 
shining. However, they were not looking for the dawn of a 
new spiritual season.  
 
They were braced for more darkness ... more sorrow.  
 
“Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from 
the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s 
body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They were both 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also 
noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered 
Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other 
wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also 
went in, and he saw and believed —” (John 20:1–8, NLT) 
 
 
1. Loss. They spent the Sabbath grieving. 
 
 
It often takes a loss to move us forward. We can never go 
back to better days. Better days are always ahead. 
 
When a coach critiques his players, it is never to injure or to 
cause the player to quit. It is to turn his player into a 
"winner" . . . and even more, to develop a winning team. A 
person who does not enter the game will never lose. No 
losses do not necessarily or conclusively indicate a 
"winner". It may simply reveal a non-participant. But you 
can never be a winner by watching. You have to risk your 
reputation, to be willing to have your performance ignorantly 
evaluated by watchers, by people who do not actually face 
a real opponent. These are the harshest critics. People who 
are winners are simply those who have won more than they 
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have lost. It doesn't matter what the losses are. There have 
been champions whose record of loss is greater than their 
wins. But they have found themselves in the definitive 
conflict and they leave the field as true champions. 
 
 
2. Lost. What would it be like to come to church if Jesus 
had not conquered death? Where would we find 
purpose and meaning? 
 
 
“But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the 
dead, why are some of you saying there will be no 
resurrection of the dead? For if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. And if 
Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, 
and your faith is useless. And we apostles would all be lying 
about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from 
the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of 
the dead. And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not been 
raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of 
your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ 
are lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are 
more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a 
great harvest of all who have died.” (1 Corinthians 15:12–20, 
NLT) 
 
 
3. Lights 
 
 
The lights suddenly come on. An "aha" moment. 
 

“Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he 
saw and believed.” 
 


